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Churches of East and West joined in the
same profession of faith. But even at this, -
their hour of doom, the Greek people would
not accept the Union. There was no hope
of saving Constantinople after the fatal
day of Varna (1444) in which Cesarini fell,
and the Christian host was cut to pieces.
Eugenius went back to Rome and died
there. Few pontiffs had undergone greater
humiliations; but he was the last whom
Roman violence compelled to flee from the
Eternal City until Pius IX. quitted it in
1848. And the Long Parliament at Basle
did not succeed in Its endeavour to substitute*
for the Pope an oligarchy or a democracy,
as supreme over the Church.

From henceforth the Conciliar movement
was dead. Reform, still desired by Germans,
pursued later on with apostolic zeal by
Cardinal Cusa in his thrice-famous Visitation
(1451), did not much trouble the conscience
of Italy, now absorbed in its vision of the
ancient classic world. Florence, under its
Medicean rulers, became a centre of Greek
studies, of art grandly imagined, of literature,
both Latin and Tuscan, as well as of a
Paganism slightly or not at all disguised.
The Papacy itself, which had employed